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ADFAS LECTURE SERIES 2011 

All Volunteer Guides of The Johnston Collection 
are either Full Members or Associate Members of 
the Australian Decorative and Fine Arts Society 
(ADFAS).  

If you are an associate member only, then each 
lecture will incur a small fee. The Melbourne 
Society holds its lectures in the Theatrette, 
University of Melbourne, Hawthorn Campus, 422 
Auburn Rd, Hawthorn at 8pm 
 
Please contact Sue Flanagan if you wish to attend 
T: (03)9817 1646 
 

FRIENDS NEW MEMBERS 2010-2011 

 
27 July 2011  
Berthe Morisot and Edouard Manet: an Extraordinary 
Relationship / Mr Michael Howard, MA Courtauld 
BA Hons  

10 August 2011 - Half Study Day-Lecture  
Behind the Scenes / Mrs Gwenda Robb, MA  

7 September 2011  
Wine, Women and Song? Dutch Genre Painting by 
Vermeer and his Contemporaries / Dr Sophie 
Oosterwijk, MA MA PhD FSA  

5 October 2011  
The Shakers of North America / Mr John Ericson, 
BA (Hons) CertEd MEd  

9 November 2011 
7.30pm Annual General Meeting 
8.00pm Behind the scenes on the Antiques Roadshow  
Mr Paul Atterbury 

ADFAS YARRA 
Morning lectures start promptly at 10.00 am. 
Afternoon lectures start promptly at 2.00 pm and 
are held at the Theatrette, Glen Eira Centre, cnr 
Glen Eira and Hawthorn Roads, Caulfield South. 

4 August 10am and 2pm  
The Art of Armenia: How and why it survived / Mr 
Andrew Spira MA BA  

1 September 10am and 2pm  
òOnce Upon A Timeó: Childrenõs books through the 
ages / Mrs Elizabeth Merry MA BA PGCE 

29 September 10am and 2pm 
Meet Me At The Waldorf: The extraordinary story of 
two iconic hotels built on Astor feuds, fortunes and 
patronage / Ms Mary Alexander MA BA  

10 November 10am only followed by the AGM  
Scandinavian Art and Design/ Mr Paul Atterbury 
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DIRECTORõS 
DESK 

FAIR HALL TO 
GLAD PARLOUR: 
The Flower, Its Beauty 
and Meaning in Art and 
Ornament and The 
Garden of Ideas have 
now opened. This 
marks the beginning 

of a new series of lectures, study days and 
workshops. 

As the house museum tour has shown us, 
numerous items in the Collection are richly 
decorated with flowers and foliage. We know very 
well of William Johnstonõs interest in gardening, 
especially with his purchase of his country 
property, Chandpara, and his subsequent creation 
of the surrounding gardens. 

With this in mind, Anne Glynn has devoted this 
issue of Fairhall to look at various botanically 
based themes and objects. It is a delight to explore, 
from another viewpoint, the interests of William 
Johnston evidenced through so many items that 
celebrate all things botanical. 

Dorothy Morgan has bought new insights into the 
Collection with the Fair Hall To Glad Parlour 
house tour. Iõd like to thank her and her team for 
the huge amount of research and work put into 
developing the tour and rearranging Fairhall.  

Concurrently, the Gallery is hosting The Garden of 
Ideas, curated by garden historian Richard Aitken. 
His inclusion of Nasymthõs painting of Alva House, 
Scotland in the AGHS national touring exhibition 
gives this work a wider context. The 
accompanying lecture series, developed with 
Christine Reid, adds further understanding to the 
ideas, depictions and interpretations of landscapes 
and gardens over time, and I hope you will make 
the most of the engaging range of speakers she has 
invited to the programme. 

We are pleased to have been selected as one of the 
75 venues participating in the Melbourne Open 
House programme this year. Please see 
www.melbourneopenhouse.org/ for more 
information. 

Congratulations must go again to all those 
involved with this issue and please support the 
newsletter by not only considering but 
contributing to Fairhall. 

Louis Le Vaillant  
Director | Curator  

EDITORõS 
REPORT 

The exhibition The 
Garden of Ideas has 
generated a lot of 
interest in the 
community. It is an 
exhibition that comes 
to us from Adelaide 
and can be seen in our 

gallery space from July until late October.   

The corresponding house tour, Fair Hall to Glad 
Parlour: The Flower, Its Beauty and Meaning in Art 
and Ornament, has been curated by guide, Dorothy 
Morgan and focuses on flowers on furniture, 
porcelain and objects within Fairhall.   

This edition of Fairhall is thus themed around 
flowers and their meaning in the decorative arts. 

Iõm sure you have received your Whatõs On 
brochure, detailing events at The Johnston 
Collection for the remainder of the year. There are 
so many interesting lectures and study days 
coming up that will keep everyone happy, 
entertained and educated. 

There are some wonderful outings organised by 
The Friends. Those who went to the Western 
District in April will attest to the delightful 
weekend so well organised by Jane Morris. A 
highlight trip planned for September is a visit to 
Chandpara, the former weekend country estate of 
the late William Johnston. 

The Friends of The Johnston Collection contribute 
enormously to the museum, organising a 
stimulating range of social activities, and putting 
the money raised back into the collection. See page 
5 for details about their latest contribution. 

The newsletter cannot exist without the support of 
all The Johnston Collection family, so if you have 
any ideas for an article, please contact me: 
anneglynn@netspace.net.au 

Anne Glynn  

Newsletter Editor  

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.melbourneopenhouse.org/ 

http://www.melbourneopenhouse.org/
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THE FRIENDS OF THE JOHNSTON 
COLLECTION  

PRESIDENTõS 
REPORT 

Today I have just 
returned from the 
most delightful 
morning at the 
charming house of Bill 
and Judith Davis.  Not 
only do the Davises 
have a wonderful 

collection of Georgian furniture, Persian rugs and 
other treasures, but Bill (an Ambassador of The 
Johnston Collection) is an expert on and has a fine 
collection of glass.  All the glass was beautifully 
displayed and labelled and we were given an 
enlightening description of its beauty and history.  
Many thanks to Bill and Judith for this great 
morning, and the committee for another delicious 
morning tea - we all loved it. 
 
At the time of my writing Melbourne is looking 
superb after a summer of just the correct amount 
of rainfall and then some very cold weather ð the 
autumn leaves are truly beautiful.  How fortunate 
we are to live in this city or visit it and of course 
one of its true highlights is The Johnston 
Collection.  Speaking of gardens, the garden at the 
Collection always looks wonderful both north and 
south, so take note during your next visit. 
 
I know I have touched on the trip to the Western 
District in my last report but I would like to say 
how lucky we were to have Jane Morris organise 
such a splendid event.  We visited some amazing 
and historic properties, which you will read about 
in a separate article.  All of them were fascinating 
in different ways, and of course we met their 
charming owners and enjoyed their boundless 
hospitality.  As usual with The Friends, we had 
lots of fun, including a wonderful party given by 
The Friends of the Hamilton Art Gallery and a 
superb dinner at Darriwell Farm Restaurant. 
 
I was speaking to Francis Dunn at the Antique 
Dealersõ Fair held at the Royal Exhibition 
Building, and he said he was delighted with the 
response to his re-arrangement of Fairhall.  Many 
people came to his stand and said they had seen his 
work and were full of praise. 
 
In the April issue of English House & Garden there 
is an interesting article about enticing new visitors 
to the English National Trust houses.  Simon 

Jenkins, the well known President, is trying to 
breathe new life into the houses by increasing 
public access and creating òatmosphere roomsó.  
Needless to say this made me think of our 
Collection where we have been doing it for years ð 
hence its great success! 
 
Below you will find details of our upcoming events 
which I know you will enjoy ð we are incredibly 
fortunate to be asked into so many interesting 
houses. 
 
Donõt forget to tell your friends when encouraging 
them to join The Friends of The Johnston 
Collection that they will be asked to a new 
membersõ night, which is a lovely drinks party 
followed by a viewing of Fairhall.  Our recent 
party was voted a great success. 
 
If any of you have an interesting collection or 
would like to write an article about decorative arts, 
travel etc., please submit it to our editor, Anne 
Glynn for possible inclusion in Fairhall.  I am sure 
many of you have a lot to contribute. 
 
The Committee and I look forward to seeing you 
all soon. 
 
Robert Thomson 
President 
The Friends of The Johnston Collection 

 
 
FRIENDSõ EVENTS 

We look forward to your involvement in the 
upcoming events conducted by The Friends of The 
Johnston Collection. These events have three aims: 
to assist with fundraising for the Collection; to 
provide access to events, specialists, locations and 
homes that may not normally be available to the 
public; and to develop a convivial social 
programme that brings together individuals with 
similar interests.  

Friends Annual General Meeting ð  
23 August 2011 at 6pm 

ôAt Home at The Johnston Collection.õ  In typical 
Friends style, the AGM is an opportunity to 
connect with fellow members and enjoy 
refreshments.  Susan Scollay will give a brief talk 
about her upcoming study tour to Transylvania 
and Bukovina.  Papers will be distributed closer to 
the event. 

Garden Visits in the Macedon Ranges ð  
17 September 2011 
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PICTURED ABOVE |  The Garden at Chandpara, 2010 

Do not miss our ôDaffodil Dayõ which is being 
conducted in conjunction with The Garden of Ideas 
Exhibition at The Johnston Collection. We are 
having a Spring visit to two fabulous gardens.  
Firstly Chandpara the former country home of 
William Johnston, near Woodend, where we shall 
have morning tea, and then lunch at Neil 
Robertsonõs rambling and delightful country 
garden, Westport at New Gisborne. The daffodils 
will be in full bloom in both gardens. 

Private Preview at Sotheby's Fine and 
Decorative Arts Auction ð 19 October 

Christmas Party ð 1 December  
 

 
BOOK ONLINE : THANKS TO THE 
FRIENDS 
Another important milestone in the history of The 
Johnston Collection will take place on 1 August 
2011 thanks to the generosity of The Friends of 
The Johnston Collection. 

From that date all visitors to the Collection will be 
able to book online and receive immediate 
confirmation of their booking, whether for a 
Fairhall house tour, Gallery exhibition, lecture, 
workshop or special event 

According to Director|Curator, Louis Le Vaillant, 
ôThe community-at-large has embraced online 
bookings and has come to expect the continuous 
access, flexibility and convenience this service 
offers.   Any organisation in the business of issuing 
tickets, whether it be to an exhibition, the opera, a 
seat on an airplane or at the tennis, should offer 
the choice of an online booking service to its 
visitors.õ 

Since the Collection first opened to the public in 
November 1999, advance pre-paid bookings have 
been essential to visit Fairhall museum complex. 

The launch of The Johnston Collection Gallery in 
2007 saw the introduction of additional activities 
to choose from - The Gallery exhibition and talk, 
the double programme, and an increased and 
extensive lecture programme. 

Some regular visitors and general enquirers have 
voiced their frustration at being able to telephone 
during business hours only, sometimes involving 
several phone calls, at times needing to leave a 
message and await a return phone call.  Visitors 
now have the convenience of booking online and at 
their leisure.  It also makes it easier for 
international visitors who are planning their trips 
in advance. This practical measure means a better 
service to visitors.   

Investigation and assessment of online booking 
systems began some 15 months ago.  The system 
finally selected has been funded by The Friends of 
The Johnston Collection.    

The Jewel Reservation System selected is much 
more than just an online booking system. It has 
enormous benefits in other areas of Collection 
activities.  It will:  

 provide increased after hours enquiry 
access to book activities at the Collection  

 manage the Volunteer Guides roster  

 generate a wide variety of visitor statistics 
to assist with future planning  

 provide direct marketing with the ability to 
email e-newsletters and other information 
quickly and efficiently  

 assist with our retail shop  

Telephone booking fees will not  apply to 
members of The Friends of The Johnston 
Collection for the first twelve months.   

Members will be provided with a Promotional 
Code to enter/advise when making a booking to 
ensure they are not charged a booking fee. 

Our thanks go to members of The Friends of The 
Johnston Collection, not only for their support of 
this project, but also for their highly valued 
continued support of The Johnston Collection.  

 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER  

Friends are welcome to make use of the 

Davidson/ Copland reference library. 

Please contact us to make an appointment: 

friends@johnstoncollection.org 

(03) 9416 2515 
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DISCOVERING THE WESTERN 
DISTRICT  
Ken Barnes 
 
After a long period of above average rainfall, the 
Western District was able to put on its very best 
green outfit for this tour on 1 and 2 April , 2011. 

 
PICTURED ABOVE |  Quinces at Mawallock 
 
The Western Districtõs prosperity was created 
largely from the efforts of sheep farmers, so it was 
not surprising that the properties we visited were 
those of pioneering families who had settled there 
in the 19th century.  

PICTURED ABOVE |  Mawallock  
 (photo courtesy Ken Barnes) 

The first of these was Mawallock, south of 
Beaufort, which dated back to the late 1850s.  A 
long tree-lined entrance led to the impressive Arts 
and Crafts style homestead surrounded by 
impressive dry-stone walls and a magnificent 
garden.  From the terrace one could appreciate the 
wide expanse of lawn that led to the tranquil 
Monash lake, an inspiring vista reflecting William 
Guilfoyleõs flair for landscape design. 

 
 PICTURED ABOVE |  Narrapumelap 

An hour further west near Wickliffe lies 
Narrapumelap, a Gothic Revival homestead built in 
the 1870s by John Dickson Wyselaskie, who had  
moved from Van Diemanõs land to lay claim to 
40,000 acres adjacent to the Hopkins River.   

 
PICTURED ABOVE |  The garden at Narrapumelap 

The present owner of the house, Mr Kevin 
McIntyre, conducted a tour of the house and 
garden.  The impressive bluestone villa is guarded 
by life-size cast iron lions and is topped by a three 
storey tower. Restoration undertaken by McIntyre 
over the past two decades has clearly been a labour 
of love. 
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On we journeyed to Hamilton where we stayed at 
the comfortable Botanical Motel. We enjoyed an 
evening reception at the renowned Hamilton Art 
Gallery, one of the stateõs finest, and were treated 
to a viewing and talk by the Director, Daniel 
McOwan. We saw works by the 18th-century 
English artist, Paul Sandby, as well as other 
interesting paintings, ceramics, glass and silver 
objets dõart. 
 
Those who were quick off the mark the following 
morning had time to stroll around the Hamilton 
Botantic Gardens, surely one of the stateõs most 
picturesque and well designed gardens. 
 

 
PICTURED ABOVE |  View from the garden at Toolang 

The next property visited was Toolang homestead 
east of Coleraine, where we were greeted with 
warmth and generous hospitality by the present 
owner Mrs Fleur Gibbs. In this elegant Italianate 
style stone house we admired well chosen artworks 
and tasteful furniture. The surrounding lawns and 
gardens complemented the house and were visible 
from every window.  

 

PICTURED ABOVE |  Wannan Falls 

We continued onto Mount Rouse where we had a 
panoramic view of the countryside. Timothy 
Hubbard, a heritage conservation consultant, gave 
us an interesting talk on the factors relevant to the 
siting of Western District homesteads by the early 
settlers.  

PICTURED ABOVE |  Devon Park 

Our last stop was at Devon Park a property settled 
by Silas Harding in the 1880s. We had an 
informative introduction by the present owner, 
Mrs Susan Clarke, on the history of the property. 
The house was an imposing bluestone structure 
and the interior welcoming and homely. 

 

PICTURED ABOVE |  View from the garden at Devon 
Park 

It was with great reluctance that we boarded the 
bus for a three hour journey back to Melbourne.  
 
The Western District experience had been a truly 
memorable one, thanks to a number of generous 
property owners and to the careful and sensitive 
planning of Jane Morris and others of the Friendsõ 
Committee. 

 
 




